Active History CHA Lunch Agenda
Sunday, May 30th

1. Request for Secretary for meeting (Tom Peace)
2. Overview of the past year


a) status as a CHA Committee: approved at CHA executive meeting

b) ActiveHistory.ca (Jim Clifford)
- Summary of the project so far.  Discussion addresses the Dumont paper and how visits have been increasing primarily through Google searches.

- June 15: deadline for call for book review editor and podcast editor for ActiveHistory.ca.  If interested, please send CV/short statement of interest to: info@activehistory.ca
- Interest from publishers is also increasing

- Questions regarding book reviews: Are book reviews limited to non-academics?  Yes. Could academics review non-academic books?  This is an avenue that could be pursued in the future, but it is probably easiest to do this through the blog posts for now.
- Question about whether new items get publicized over the H-Nets and other avenues of electronic promotion.
- Suggestion from the floor to make the discussion forum more dynamic and encourage people to invest in the community.  

c) HistoireEngagee.ca (Olivier Coté, Valerie Lapointe-Gagnon, Simon Jolivet)
 - Demonstration of the HistoireEngagee website.  Outline of the project’s parameters:  The project began in December with 7 members on the editorial committee.  They are launching a thematic issue on Histoire Engagee and have drawn-in Jean-Phillipe Warren.  There will also be a series of interviews posted on the website.  There seems to be a lot of enthusiasm about this project.  The project has been designed to try to avoid having an ideological bent (left/right, sovereignist/federalist) and it has been situated as a project run by young researchers.
- Question about whether HistoireEngagee is part of the Active History group?  This is a question that HE will have to decide over the next couple of months.  

- Question about commemoration of the Plains of Abraham in the journal Arguments and whether it could be integrated into HE.

- Question about translation and the need for translation funds.  There have been an issue regarding the quality of translations with the CHA in recent years and it is critical that attention is paid.
- History Education Network has funding available that we could apply for to translate content between sites.

d) Other projects:

- Approaching the Past (Jennifer Bonnell): This is a series of quarterly workshops in Toronto being jointly run by THEN/HiER and ActiveHistory.ca.  The workshops bring together people teaching history in diverse venues.  Ruth Sandwell is the first speaker on June 16th at Black Creek Pioneer Village between 7 and 9.  More information can be found at www.approachingthepast.wordpress.com.    

- History Matters lecture series (Lisa Rumiel): This is a six part lecture series held at Toronto Public Libraries.  Some of the speakers are Jennifer Bonnell (Don Valley), Megan Davies (Mad History on Parkdale), Jay Young, Craig Heron (Booze).  Most talks will be at 7 p.m.  
- 
Question about funding and connection to AH etc… TPL is providing funding
- 
Suggestion that a resource be developed discussing how these types of projects got started and how it can be replicated.  It was suggested that this be incorporated into the ActiveHistory.ca blog.
· Popular Publishing Workshop for Graduate Students (Adam Crymble): Video Presentation: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b_0S1NxiGoA
· For more information visit: http://niche-canada.org/popular
· July 1: deadline for call for papers for Left History volume on Active History (Jay Young)
3. Call for nominations/election of co-coordinators (2-3) 


- Suggestion that a session be held on Active History next year.  It was suggested that the coordinators plan this and/or a conference.  


- Question about the duties of the coordinators.  Duties explained in terms of coordination of CHA meeting, etc…

- Jamie Trepanier and Jessica Squires agree to coordinate in the future. 

4. Group Discussion of possible Active History projects


- History of Madness Website and Deinstitutionalization project (Prairies, Maritimes, and BC).  The project that is running in Toronto is a partnership with PARC’s living archive project.  The premise of the project is that members of PARC will be creating their own history and drawing on the History of Madness project as a resource.  

- Question about funding for projects.  


- Question about directing people with archival material to appropriate archives and building bridges with archives.  

